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TEACHING ENGLISH IN UZBEKISTAN: PROBLEMS AND SOLUTIONS

Abduraxmonov Temurbek Shukurjon 0’g’li
Ixtisoslashtirilgan ta’lim muassasalari agentligi tizimidagi
Uchko 'prik tuman ixtisoslashtirilgan maktabi
Ingliz tili fani o qituvchisi

Annotation
This article provides a detailed examination of the challenges and solutions in
teaching English in Uzbekistan. The author highlights issues such as a shortage of
qualified teachers, outdated teaching methods, and regional disparities in resource
availability. The proposed solutions focus on improving teacher training, modernizing
the curriculum, incorporating technology, and enhancing exposure to native speakers.
By addressing these challenges, the education system in Uzbekistan can improve its
English language teaching and provide students with better opportunities for the future.
Annotation
Ushbu magqolada O‘zbekistonda ingliz tilini o‘rgatishdagi muammolar va
yechimlar batafsil ko‘rib chiqiladi. Muallif malakali o‘qituvchilarning yetishmasligi,
o‘qitishning eskirgan uslublari, resurslar mavjudligidagi mintagaviy nomutanosiblik
kabi masalalarni alohida ta’kidlaydi. Taklif etilayotgan yechimlar o‘qituvchilar
malakasini oshirish, o‘quv dasturlarini modernizatsiya qilish, texnologiyalarni oz
ichiga olish va ona tilida so‘zlashuvchilar bilan mulogotni kuchaytirishga garatilgan.
Ushbu vazifalarni hal qilish orqali O‘zbekiston ta’lim tizimi ingliz tilini o‘qitishni
yaxshilashi va o‘quvchilarga kelajak uchun yaxshi imkoniyatlar yaratishi mumkin.

English has become an indispensable tool for communication in the modern
world, and Uzbekistan is no exception to this trend. As the country seeks to integrate
more deeply into the global economy and foster international relationships, the ability
to communicate in English is seen as a key asset. English proficiency is not only
important for students aiming to pursue higher education abroad but also for
professionals in fields like business, tourism, and technology. Despite this, the teaching
of English in Uzbekistan faces multiple challenges. This article delves into the main
problems associated with English language education in Uzbekistan and offers
potential solutions to address these issues.

The educational system in Uzbekistan places a growing emphasis on foreign
language learning, particularly English. With various reforms initiated by the
government, English has become a mandatory subject in schools from an early age.
Recent initiatives have aimed at improving English language skills to align with
international standards, with notable efforts from government bodies and partnerships
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with international organizations. However, the gap between policy and practice
remains substantial, particularly in terms of the resources available, the methodologies
employed, and the proficiency of teachers.

English proficiency in Uzbekistan varies greatly between urban and rural areas.
In major cities like Tashkent, Samarkand, and Bukhara, students have greater access
to quality education and exposure to English. However, in rural areas, students face
significant barriers to learning English, such as a lack of qualified teachers and
resources.

Problems of English teaching in Uzbekistan

1. Lack of Qualified Teachers: One of the most pressing issues in Uzbekistan's
English language education system is the shortage of qualified English teachers. Many
teachers, especially in rural regions, have limited English proficiency themselves. In
many cases, teachers may not have undergone sufficient training to teach English
effectively, relying on outdated materials and techniques that are no longer in line with
modern educational standards. This not only limits students' ability to learn but also
hampers their enthusiasm for the subject. Without continuous professional
development and linguistic support, teachers struggle to keep up with contemporary
language teaching practices.

2. Outdated Teaching Methods: In many schools, English is still taught using
traditional, grammar-focused approaches that prioritize rote memorization over
practical language use. While understanding grammar is important, these methods
often fail to engage students in meaningful conversations or real-world
communication. Students are typically asked to memorize vocabulary lists and
complete grammar exercises, leaving little room for developing speaking, listening, or
writing skills. As a result, even students who score well on written tests may struggle
to communicate effectively in English in everyday situations.

3. Insufficient Resources: Access to quality learning materials is another
significant hurdle. Schools, particularly in rural areas, often lack up-to-date audio-
visual aids, and digital resources, which are crucial for a well-rounded language
education. Language labs, which could provide immersive learning environments, are
rare, and students are often left to rely on outdated textbooks that may not reflect
contemporary English usage or teaching methodologies. The lack of online learning
tools and access to native speakers further exacerbates this problem.

4. Large Class Sizes and Limited Speaking Opportunities: In many public schools,
class sizes are large, making it difficult for teachers to focus on individual student
needs. With limited class time, students often receive little to no opportunity to practice
speaking English, which is essential for language acquisition. Group activities and
individual speaking exercises, which are vital for language learning, are often sidelined
in favor of more passive learning activities, such as note-taking or reading aloud. As a
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result, students miss out on developing crucial communication skills.

5. Regional Disparities: The disparity between urban and rural areas is one of the
most challenging aspects of English education in Uzbekistan. In rural schools, there
are far fewer resources, and qualified teachers are often scarce. These schools struggle
to provide the same level of English language education as their urban counterparts,
leading to an educational divide. Students from rural areas, who lack access to quality
teaching, often fall behind and face greater difficulties in higher education or the job
market.

Solutions to improve English teaching in Uzbekistan

1. Teacher Training and Professional Development: To improve the quality of
English teaching, the government and educational institutions need to invest heavily in
teacher training. English teachers should have access to continuous professional
development opportunities, such as workshops, online courses, and exchange programs
that allow them to experience modern language teaching techniques firsthand.
Partnerships with international educational institutions can be instrumental in
providing teachers with new methodologies, better materials, and more immersive
language experiences.

2. Modern Teaching Techniques: Schools need to adopt more modern, student-
centered approaches, such as Communicative Language Teaching (CLT), which
emphasizes the importance of interaction and real-world communication. Rather than
focusing solely on grammar and vocabulary, this approach encourages students to
practice speaking and listening through role-plays, discussions, and problem-solving
tasks. This will not only make the learning process more engaging but also help
students gain practical communication skills that they can use outside of the classroom.

3. Incorporating Technology: The use of technology can revolutionize English
language education in Uzbekistan. Online learning platforms, language apps, and
interactive tools like quizzes, videos, and podcasts can provide students with the
exposure to English they need. Through these platforms, students can practice listening
and speaking in a more engaging and interactive environment. Schools should invest
In computers, projectors, and internet access to make digital learning resources more
accessible.

4. Exposure to Native Speakers: One of the most effective ways to improve
English proficiency is through interaction with native speakers. Uzbekistan can benefit
from partnerships with native English-speaking countries or organizations that send
volunteers to teach English. Such initiatives can also involve online exchange programs
where students communicate with native speakers through video calls or international
pen-pal programs. Exposure to native speakers will help students develop a more
natural understanding of the language and its cultural context.

5. Curriculum Reform: There is a need for a comprehensive reform of the English
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curriculum in Uzbekistan. The current curriculum is often rigid and overly focused on
exams, which test grammar and vocabulary rather than communication skills. A
reformed curriculum should emphasize speaking and listening skills, critical thinking,
and creativity. Instead of memorization, students should engage in activities that foster
the practical use of English in real-life situations. In addition, introducing
extracurricular activities such as English clubs, debates, and presentations can give
students more opportunities to use English actively.

In conclusion, while the teaching of English in Uzbekistan faces numerous
challenges, including a shortage of qualified teachers, outdated teaching methods, and
limited resources, there are several potential solutions. By investing in teacher training,
incorporating modern teaching techniques, utilizing technology, and increasing
students' exposure to native speakers, Uzbekistan can significantly improve its English
language education. Such reforms are essential for preparing students for the
challenges of a globalized world and ensuring that the country remains competitive on
the international stage.
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