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Annotation. This article offers a comprehensive examination of lexis and 

semantics, two fundamental components of linguistic theory. It begins with an 

exploration of lexis, defining it as the complete set of vocabulary in a language, 

including single words and multi-word expressions. It categorizes lexical units 

into types such as nouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs, illustrating how these 

categories function within language. The article then delves into semantics, 

focusing on the study of meaning. It distinguishes between lexical semantics, 

which concerns individual word meanings, and compositional semantics, which 

explores how meanings of words combine in phrases and sentences. Key semantic 

relationships such as synonymy, antonymy, hyponymy, and polysemy are 

explained with examples to clarify their roles in understanding language. 
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Понимание лексики и семантики: глубокое исследование 

Аннотация. Эта статья предлагает всестороннее изучение 

лексики и семантики, двух фундаментальных компонентов 

лингвистической теории. Она начинается с исследования лексики, 

определяя её как полный набор словарного запаса языка, включая как 

отдельные слова, так и многословные выражения. Статья 

классифицирует лексические единицы на такие типы, как 



ISSN:3060-4567  Modern education and development 

 

51 

существительные, глаголы, прилагательные и наречия, иллюстрируя, как 

эти категории функционируют в языке. Далее статья погружается в 

семантику, сосредоточив внимание на изучении значения. Она различает 

лексическую семантику, которая касается значений отдельных слов, и 

композиционную семантику, которая исследует, как значения слов 

объединяются в фразы и предложения. Ключевые семантические 

отношения, такие как синонимия, антонимия, гипонимия и полисемия, 

объясняются с примерами, чтобы проиллюстрировать их роли в понимании 

языка. 

Ключевые слова: лексика, семантика, словарный запас, значение 

слов, лексические единицы, синонимия, антонимия, гипонимия, полисемия, 

Контекстуальное значение, семантические изменения, композиционная 

семантика, лексическая семантика, обработка естественного языка, 

преподавание языка, лексикография, идиоматические выражения, 

коллокации. 

 

Introduction. 

Language is a complex system of communication that hinges on both the 

choice of words (lexis) and the meanings they convey (semantics). Understanding 

these components is crucial for grasping how language functions and evolves. 

This article delves into the concepts of lexis and semantics, examining their 

interplay and significance in linguistic theory and practice. 

1. Lexis: The vocabulary of language 

Lexis refers to the complete set of words and phrases in a language, 

encompassing not just individual terms but also idiomatic expressions and 

collocations. Lexical studies focus on the vocabulary of a language and its 

structure, including how words are used and related to each other. 

1.1 Types of lexical units 

Single words: These are the most basic units of lexis. For example, 

"apple," "run," and "beautiful" are single words that convey distinct concepts. 
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Phrases: Lexis also includes multi-word expressions like "kick the bucket" 

(an idiomatic expression meaning "to die") and "by the way" (a conversational 

phrase used to introduce additional information). 

1.2 Lexical categories 

Words can be categorized into different parts of speech, such as nouns, 

verbs, adjectives, and adverbs. Each category has specific functions and 

characteristics: 

Nouns: Represent people, places, things, or ideas (e.g., "book," "city," 

"happiness"). 

Verbs: Indicate actions, states, or occurrences (e.g., "run," "exist," 

"seem"). 

Adjectives: Describe or modify nouns (e.g., "red," "quick," "happy"). 

Adverbs: Modify verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs (e.g., "quickly," 

"very," "well"). 

2. Semantics: the study of meaning 

Semantics is concerned with the meaning of words, phrases, sentences, 

and texts. It explores how meanings are constructed, interpreted, and understood 

in various contexts. 

2.1 Levels of semantics 

Lexical semantics: Focuses on the meaning of individual words and how 

they combine to form phrases and sentences. For instance, the word "bank" can 

refer to the side of a river or a financial institution, depending on the context. 

Compositional semantics: Examines how meanings of words combine to 

form meanings of phrases and sentences. For example, "The cat sat on the mat" 

combines the meanings of individual words to convey a specific image. 

2.2 Semantic relationships 

Synonymy: Words with similar meanings (e.g., "big" and "large"). 

Antonymy: Words with opposite meanings (e.g., "hot" and "cold"). 

Hyponymy: A relationship where one word is a more specific term within 

a general category (e.g., "rose" is a hyponym of "flower"). 
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Polysemy: A single word having multiple meanings related by extension 

(e.g., "mouth" can refer to the part of the body or the opening of a river). 

3. The interplay between lexis and semantics 

Lexis and semantics are deeply intertwined. Understanding how words are 

used in context (lexis) helps in interpreting their meanings (semantics). 

Conversely, knowing the meanings of words aids in comprehending and using 

them effectively in various contexts. 

3.1 Contextual meaning 

The meaning of a word can change depending on its context. For instance, 

the word "light" can mean "not heavy" or "brightness," depending on how it is 

used in a sentence. Context provides clues that help disambiguate meanings. 

3.2 Semantic change 

Over time, the meanings of words can shift. For example, the word "gay" 

originally meant "happy" but has predominantly come to mean "homosexual" in 

contemporary usage. This evolution reflects changes in social attitudes and usage 

patterns. 

Applications in linguistics 

Understanding lexis and semantics is vital in various fields of linguistics, 

including: 

Language teaching: Teachers use knowledge of lexis and semantics to 

help learners acquire vocabulary and understand meanings. 

Natural Language Processing (NLP): NLP applications rely on semantic 

analysis to process and understand human language, such as in machine 

translation and sentiment analysis. 

Lexicography: Lexicographers use principles of lexis and semantics to 

compile dictionaries and thesauruses. 

To deepen your understanding of how lexis and semantics interact, 

consider these additional insights: 
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1. Semantic fields: Words are often grouped into semantic fields or 

domains based on shared meanings. For instance, in the semantic field of 

"weather," terms like "rain," "storm," and "sunshine" relate to the same domain 

but differ in their specific meanings. 

2. Frame semantics: This theory suggests that understanding a word’s 

meaning involves accessing a mental framework or "frame" related to the concept. 

For example, the word "contract" invokes a legal frame that includes terms like 

"agreement," "obligation," and "negotiation." 

3. Pragmatics: Beyond literal meaning, pragmatics explores how 

context affects interpretation. For example, the phrase "Can you pass the salt?" 

can be understood as a request rather than a question about ability, illustrating 

how semantics and context work together. 

4. Word sense disambiguation: In computational linguistics, 

algorithms are designed to determine which meaning of a word is intended in a 

given context. This process is crucial for applications like machine translation and 

information retrieval. 

5. Semantic change mechanisms: Words can undergo various types of 

semantic change, such as broadening (e.g., "holiday" originally meaning "holy 

day"), narrowing (e.g., "meat" once meant any food), or amelioration and 

pejoration (e.g., "knight" initially meant servant but now denotes a noble rank). 

These aspects illustrate how the interaction between lexis and semantics 

influences both human communication and computational language processing. 

1. Semantic Networks: These are graphical representations of 

relationships between words and concepts. Tools like WordNet use semantic 

networks to illustrate how words are related through synonyms, antonyms, and 

hierarchical structures. 

2. Conceptual Metaphor Theory: This theory, proposed by George 

Lakoff and Mark Johnson, suggests that abstract concepts are understood through 

metaphorical mappings onto more concrete experiences. For example, time is 

often conceptualized as money ("spending time," "saving time"). 
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3. Lexical Semantics and Word Embeddings: In natural language 

processing, word embeddings like Word2Vec and GloVe map words to high-

dimensional vectors that capture semantic relationships based on context. These 

models help in tasks like sentiment analysis and semantic similarity. 

4. Distributional Semantics: This approach is based on the 

distributional hypothesis that words with similar meanings occur in similar 

contexts. It utilizes statistical methods to analyze large corpora and uncover 

semantic patterns. 

5. Cross-Linguistic Semantics: Comparative studies of semantics 

across different languages reveal how different cultures and languages 

conceptualize and categorize the world. For example, some languages have 

multiple words for what English broadly categorizes as "snow," reflecting 

different cultural and environmental experiences. 

6. Cognitive Semantics: This framework explores how human 

cognition shapes linguistic meaning. It posits that semantic understanding is 

deeply connected to human perception and mental processes, influencing how we 

categorize and relate concepts. 

7. Semantic Typology: This field studies the diversity of meaning 

structures across languages. It identifies universal patterns and typological 

variations in how languages express concepts like spatial relations, time, and 

modality. 

These insights highlight the evolving nature of semantic research and its 

applications in understanding and processing language. 

Conclusion.  

Lexis and semantics are fundamental aspects of language that play a 

crucial role in communication. While lexis focuses on the vocabulary of a 

language, semantics is concerned with meaning. Together, they provide a 

comprehensive understanding of how language functions and evolves. 
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